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Abstract:

Religious poetry represents one of the most significant literary genres that
has contributed to shaping Islamic consciousness throughout the ages. It has not
been confined to aesthetic expression alone; rather, it has served as a means of
disseminating doctrinal and moral values, strengthening love for the Prophet g,

and venerating scholars and righteous figures. This form of poetry has been
closely associated with educational and Sufi environments, where it has been
employed in lodges, schools, and circles of remembrance as a tool for moral and
spiritual 4.4 (tarbiyah and tazkiyah), as well as a powerful medium for emotional

and spiritual influence.

Among the forms of religious poetry that gained widespread popularity in
Muslim societies are religious chants (anashid), distinguished by the simplicity of
their language, the strength of their rhythm, and their ability to reach diverse
segments of society, both elite and common alike. Scholars and educators
recognized the value of this literary form and employed it in teaching,
disseminating religious knowledge, and cultivating love for knowledge and its
bearers within the hearts of learners.

In the Indian subcontinent—particularly in the region of Tamil Nadu—
religious schools played a prominent role in integrating Islamic sciences with Sufi
spiritual training. Among the most notable of these institutions is the Hamidiyya
School,which has been noted for its religious chants as an integral part of its
educational methodology. This school produced a rich ‘chant tradition’ that
reflects its vision of harmonising the Shari‘ah with spiritual truth (haqigah), and
uniting knowledge with practice.

The chant “Our Master Imam al-Bukhari”, composed by the scholar and
poet al-Hajj al-Nahwi Ay al-Mutu Waba al-Fasi (may God have mercy on him),
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stands as a distinguished example of this tradition. It combines praise of Imam al-
Bukhart and exaltation of his scholarly stature with a spiritual linkage to the
Muhammadan light and the sacred chain of saints and righteous figures. Hence,
the importance of studying this chant lies in its artistic beauty, its doctrinal and
educational dimensions, and its role in strengthening love for the Prophetic
Sunnah in the hearts of its audience.

This study aims to address key questions, such as:
How are the aesthetic features of Prophetic praise manifested in this chant?
What are the defining characteristics of the image of Imam al-Bukhari as
portrayed by the poet? And how does the chant contribute to fulfilling an
educational and pedagogical function within the context of the Hamidiyya School?

Key words:

Imam al bukhari, Hamidiya hymns ,Sufism ,praise ,Islamic heritage , Muthu
waba Al Aalim Al Fasi,poetry.
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